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by Ken Armstrong
' With the continued agricultural and ranching development across southwestern
Saskatchewan, the Canadian Pacific Railway mixed train service quickly becamsd
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fixture on many of its branch lines. Schedules were varigfiom three days per
b2 week each way on the ShaunaveManyberries line to just once per week on the
%r%r%cg linejextgnding eastward to Val Marie, SK.
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/Qt feast two days pereV\r)e'elf, nixed train schedules terminated at Consul, with the

return trip to Shaunavon, or Manyberries, departing the next morning.
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A study of a 1937 CPR Public timetable shows that it took about four hours to rur
the 62 miles between Shaunavon and Consul. This includes stops at every villag
and hamlet to setout/pick-up cars, as well to unload/load passengers, mail, small
shipments, livestock and other freight. This long schedule was a character builde
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and continued right up until the demise of the CPR Mixed Trains in the FRBO0s.
More often than not, the mixed trains operated late due to seasonal demands an
passengers (particularly during winter) were tolerable because of sheltered
warmth, and the Agent/Operator could usually telegraph the next open station to

determine just how late the mixed train was operating.
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stops along the way. At stopping points where a station was located, the waits fof
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