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185 CPR STATION

- by Ken Armstrong
Right up until the arrival of an alveather road and the partyline telephone,
gqu%c% ,:a(\t/hiegs goryrglnated or terminated.
"learn the art of killing time while being lonely" they were actually the best pai
people in most Saskatchewan burgs, much to the chagrin of a bank manager
The Station Agent/Operator had many responsibilities that included rail traffic
control duties, reporting train movements to the Train Dispatcher in Moose

Jaw, copying and delivering train movement orders to affected trains and en-
gines, as well as receiving and sending Morse code telegraph messages and

telegrams. They also received and booked freight shipments, handled Canada

Post Office mail and packages, passenger baggage, sold passenger tickets
and travel insurance---you name it, they had a hand in just about anything
and everything one needed in the early days. Everything, arriving or leaving,
went through their busy hands.

In addition to their weekly wage, Station Agent/Operators earned a commis-
sion on all the CPR services they either sold, ticketed, handled, received, or
shipped.

Before telephones, Consul received all of its news from the outside world via
telegraph at the CPR station. One went to the station to hear the very latest
word on such events as the SS Titanic, the Halifax explosion, casualty lists
from World War |, and such like. The CPR station, in many Saskatchewan
burgs, was the window to the outside world.
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